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	�.�!�/.�0.��	�.�!�/.�0.��	�.�!�/.�0.��	�.�!�/.�0.��1 111���� is self-advocacy. It is knowing your rights 
and speaking up for yourself to get what you need or want to make a 
difference in your life. 

-Definition from the Dream Weavers 
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Hello Everybody, 

Welcome to the third edition of the newsletter Dream Weavers.  The 
newsletter group is working hard and is passionate about what they do. I 
hope you enjoy it as much as we do. 

I hope you like it 
- by Stacey Decyk, Editor-in-Chief 
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Hello everybody my name is Michael and I am part of the Dream 
Weavers’ Executive Committee! 
 
The Dream Weavers’ team now has a new desk in the upstairs office at 
Mainway. We now have everything that we need to do the job for the 
Advocacy group. Soon we will be getting a donated computer for our 
office. 
 
Executive Update: 
The Executives are: Duane Corbeil, Chair, Michael Buzit and Gary 
Chenevard, Co-chairs.  We are currently working on preparing a 
presentation for the Board of Directors on April 27.  The Executive meet 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. Our next meeting is on March 30.  The Dream 
Weavers meet once a month on the last Thursday of the month. Our next 
meeting will be on Thursday April 29.  
 
Emily, Manager of Fundraising, spoke to us about fundraising and how 
we can be more involved with events at CLB such as Walk’n Roll.  
 
We talked at our last meeting about being official members of CLB. Self 
Advocates have a special rate for a membership. Membership does have 
its privileges. Members have the right to vote at the Annual  



General Members’ meeting. The AGM is on 
June 1st, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., at the Paletta 
Mansion. 
 
 Judy Pryde will be meeting with the Executive 
in April to talk about our goals. 
 

 
 
From the left going clockwise: Michael Buzit, 
Gary Chenevard and Duane Corbeil. 
 
Leadership Update:  
Advocates who have shown an interest in 
learning Leadership were invited to take part in 
an 8 week Leadership Course run by Michelle 
Ignagni.  
 
We just finished our 6th week. This will help 
prepare us with leadership skills. There are 8 
people in this course: they are Rod Bock, 
Michael Buzit, Gary Chenevard, Duane 
Corbeil, Stacey Decyk, Brad Hayes, Jeff 
Hopkins and Susan Hoy. 
 
Michelle Ignagni is leaving CLB as of the end 
of April, but she will be continuing on until the 
end of the play that the Expressional Arts 
Program. The play is called “I Am So Bored 
That My Head Is Going To Explode." 
 
The future of the Dream Weavers is to get 
involved in the community and we are also 
leaders in planning the next “Speaking Out 
Conference”.  There will be more information 
to come. 
 

There is a lot going on and lots more to come. 
If you want to get involved, come out to one of 
our meetings. 
 

 
 
From the left going clockwise: Susan Hoy, 
Rod Bock, Michelle Ignagni, Michael Buzit, 
and Gary Chenevard 
 
 

 
 
From the left, Susan Hoy with Michelle 
Ignagni, who runs Leadership. 
 

                                  -Submitted by Michael Buzit 
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When a person is born, you 
think of all the wonderful 
dreams and the aspirations 
that lie ahead in life as well 
as the parents who have had 

a child. As for myself, I was born in Montreal, 
Quebec in 1961. At the age of two and a half, I 
experienced a challenge, which would change 



my life. I developed a fever and suffered a 
disorder which changed my ability to walk and 
speak properly. I am not different from anyone 
else from that experience because I have grown 
into a person with dreams that have come true. I 
fully finished high school and graduated with 
full honours and I received my Ontario 
Secondary School Graduation Diploma. I have 
become a bowling champion because I am 
going to the Nationals and possibly the 
Internationals. I have my own apartment. I have 
a wonderful girlfriend. I have a really great job 
and I am an advocate. 

For a person who develops a disability at an 
early age in life it shouldn’t bother them as an 
adult. It did not change my ability to do the 
things I do now. Life is too short to think of the 
bad things that would have changed your life as 
a child.  
 

Your aspirations and dreams should be as they 
are from the time you are born until you pass 
away. Your family and people you know 
wouldn’t want you to be anything else. You are 
who you are. People should learn to adapt to a 
change in someone’s life and support them. 
 
      - Submitted by Gary Chenevard, Lifestyle Columnist 
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Today I am interviewing 
Cathy Makin. 

Jeff – Why did you want 
to become involved with 
the Self Advocates? 

Cathy – I was asked by Judy Shaw if I wanted 
to be involved.  I thought it would be fun and I 
love to see people become more confident. 
 
J – What do you hope to achieve with 
advocacy? 

C– I want to see members of 
the group become more 
empowered. I also hope that 
people feel they are able to 
make more decisions in their 
lives and be as independent 
as they would like to be. 
 

   
Cathy Makin   
      
J – Where do you see our group a year from 
now? 
C – More people knowing about Dream 
Weavers. 
J – What issues concern you the most? 
C– I want people to become more confident, 
see them in leadership roles, and accomplish 
goals. 
J – What kind of person should be an 
advocate? 
C– Anyone who is interested should come out 
to one of the meetings. 
 
  - Submitted by Jeff Hopkins, Q and A’s Corner Reporter 
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As I am writing this article I 
am celebrating because today 
is my birthday. 
For someone who wasn’t 
supposed to make it through 
the night 28 years ago I am 
doing pretty well. I just 

passed two college courses and received a mark 
of 100% in the course called "Approaches to 
Autism". My goal is to achieve the Educational 
Assistant Certificate within the next three years.  
I am going to school part time and working part 
time. I am engaged to be married next year. 
Today I feel pretty good knowing that my 
friends see me the same as anybody else.  
Today I was told I am a very loyal friend. 
 
                  -Submitted by Crystal Logan, Columnist 
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 1. Have phone numbers 
with you. 
2. Have money on you and 
change for the phone. 
3. Carry extra bus tickets. 

4. Carry a taxi’s phone number. 
5. Let other’s know where you’re going to be. 
6. Don’t accept rides from strangers. 
 

-Submitted by Scott Hedelius, Reporter 
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1. Have a dance-a-thon 
2. Silent auction 
3. A bake sale 
4. Car washes 
5. Raffles  

    

-Submitted by Jodi Kaczur, Reporter 
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Dream Weaver’s suggestion 
box is located at the front desk 
at Mainway. If you have any 
ideas or concerns please don’t 
hesitate to drop them off. 
 
For more information about 

Dream Weavers please contact us at: 905-336-
2225 ext. 429 and leave a message or email us 
at: dreamweaverchair@live.ca 
 

–Submitted by Dreamer Weaver’s Group 
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If you have any questions or comments about 
the newsletter email me at 
stasi.clb.newsletter@gmail.com  
   
We hope to publish 4 newsletters a year. 
 

     -Submitted by Stacey Decyk, Editor-in-Chief 
 


